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Lee Eugene Madsen, the 24-year-old 
Navy enlisted man accused of selling 
top secret' Pentagon documents, 
“wanted money ... to buy things” 
and was “very confident that he 
wouldn’t get caught,” his male room- 
mate said in an interview yesterday. 

“I warned him. but he wouldn’t 
listen to me,” said Gary Miller, 23, 
in a tearful interview in Alexan- 
dria’s U.S. courthouse as he waited 
for Marsden to appear in court. “He 
knew what he was doing,” Miller 
said. 

Miller said that his roommate, 
charged with smuggling a top secret . 
document out of ,tne Pentagon in, his 
pants, “had a swollen head” and was j 
convinced he would not be arrested. 

In the interview Miller also said he 
had “tossed in the trashcan” a classi- 
fied document Madsen had brought to 
their Northern Virginia apartment in 
March. “It was just in the way,” 
Miller said yesterday. “I didn’t have 
any use for it.” 

* Madsen, a special security officer 
foirthe Pentagon’s Strategic Warning 
Staff, “wanted to have some extra 
money around. He sort of thought this , 
[selling documents] was - a cleq& way ( 
of ; dealing. But he was in beforedie re- 1 
ally knew w|iat he! nadlplone,” filler 
said.; , M 

The two men \ver^;j- planning WS 
move to Los Angeles in*Octobe(JWhen^ 
Madsen was released from the; ( Navy* - 
Miller said .^yesterday, wringing- hi§ ’ 


hands. Now, he added, “I think my 
friend’s in a lot of trouble,” 

Pale and shaking, the Navy petty of- 
ficer appeared before a federal judge 
in Alexandria yesterday morning and 
was ordered held on $250,000 bond on 
espionage charges. During the 10-min- 
ute hearing before District Judge 
John A. MacKenzie, Madsen, wearing 
blue slacks and an orange short- 
sleeved shirt, requested a court- 
appointed attorney. 

He was arrested by FBI agents 
Tuesday night in a bedroom of the 
Baileys Crossroads apartment he 
shares with Miller and two other men. 
“He was calm,” Miller recalled yester- 
day. “But it was a shock- to all of us.” 
Shortly before his arrest, a federal, 
grand jury in Alexandria had re- 
turned a sealed eight-count indict* 
ment against the Arkansas-born Navy 
yeoman, accusing him of stealing 
eight government documents for $700 
and transmitting them to two unau- 
thorized people this month. If con- 
victed, Madsen faces up to 10 years in 
prison ar.d a $10,000 fine on each 
count. 7 

Miller, who described himself as 
Madsen’s “best friend” said they had 
lived together fo^.six months at the 
Woodtake Towers^omplex off Rte. 50 


„ _ ter wtyMpcu a ui uuv, 

ended' Get. 16, said^MiUe^ho/ivorks 
in $6 ’ accountin^Jdepart merit! of an 
Arlington firm that supplies part-time 
office workers. 
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Miller said his roommate owns a 
1074 Chevrolet Vega and wanted 
iponey “to buy a new car.” Now, Mil- 
ler said, “Lee knows what’s going , to 
ptn. But he’s very strong.” 

' Madsen is scheduled to be .arr- 
aigned on the charges Friday^ morn- 
ing 

According to. FBI affidavit, the bi- 
.zarre case began July 26 when Rick 
Noble, a man described by Miller as a 
mutual friend, told the FBI ' that Mad- , 
sen has asked him if he knew anyone 
willing to, buy secret drug intelligence 
reports compiled by the Drug En- 
forcement Agency and Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. 

Noble then, was enlisted as an un- 
dercover agent by, the. FBI. sppplied^ f 
with marked money,, and a hidden, tape 
recorder to obtain varibUs seci^t*. doc- 
uments, the affidavit said.- ; • ' ; ' 

The investigation eventually led to 
a meeting— arranged by Noble— be- 
tween Madsen and a FBI agent, Wil- 
liam Chapin, who posed as a Florida 
drug smuggler, the affidavit states.. 

The FBI man said he was taken. by- 
>Madsen to the Pentagon last Frida 
where the agent signed a phony name 
on the register arid was given a tour 
of Madsen’s office. _ 

When /Chapiii asked 
\$s the most, i sensitive document in 
the room, :M#jLsen allegedly .produced 
4 (secret i report “USSR/Wa^aWi Pact* 
Slneral Jridieator List^- Adding $J. 
the affidavit; Madseri tucked the docu- 
ment “under" bis vest and dowri\.hp 
pants”/ walked past' Security guards^ 
and gave it to Chapin. , : 

“I knew he took documents home, 
said Miller yesterday. “He kept them 
* in a black briefcase. Last Friday night 
Lee and I had a fight over it. But 1 
suppose money was more .important to 
him.” ' - 

Miller said after that “everything- 
happened so fast; Lee £ woke ‘ up one 
morning and said, ‘Wow, m! can’t be : .^ 
lieve i did it.’ I suppose he; thbught it, 
. 
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1 ; “X Tfarne J hint; he wouldn’t llsteh’V 

' 

(taking the docents) 1 wasn’t that im- ; 

' plrtanW : » 

" What coricerned Pentagon officials 
' mil' sources said, w^s 

1 y] e^e iri>Wbic.h/Madsen was able to 
q- c V- ■.'■Vie- undeiCoVi*j i’Bj agent into his 
ox’fide, Which contains numerous 
high/' classified documents. 

Gary Miller said yesterday that he* 
too, had been taken to Madsen’s office. 

“I went in one Sunday to help him dis- 
' tribute some wires,” he recalled. “Ev-/; 
erything was marked ‘classified and 
‘top secret’.” 

Miller recalled how Simple it wri& to 
enter they building and how ' casual 
Madsen was about his job. “I guess - I 
thought of the Pentagon that way, 
too,” he said. 
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